
 
 

NORTHERN UPLAND CHAIN LOCAL NATURE PARTNERSHIP 
 

14th BOARD MEETING 
10.30am, Friday 11th March 2016 

The Morritt Arms, Greta Bridge, County Durham 
 

Board Members Present: David Hill (Chair), Chris Woodley-Stewart (North Pennines AONB Partnership – 
Vice Chair), Andrew Miller (Northumberland National Park Authority), Gary Smith (Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority), Crispin Thorn (Forestry Commission), Adelle Rowe (Natural England), Peter Robertson 
(RSPB), Paul Burgess (Nidderdale AONB Partnership), Richard Betton (Open Seat), Laurie Norris (NFU), Elliott 
Lorimer (Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership), Graeme Warren (Environment Agency), Rob Stoneman 
(Yorkshire Wildlife Trust).  Others present: Adrian Shepherd (Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority), 
Rebecca Barrett (North Pennines AONB Partnership & Minutes). 

 

1. Apologies 
David Aldborough (Northumbrian Water), James Scott-Harden (Moorland Association). Susan Mackirdy 
(Tyne Rivers Trust)  

 

 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 
 

The minutes were agreed as a true record. 

 

3. Matters Arising 
 

Progress against (numbered) action points from the last meeting was reviewed. All actions were 
completed as planned or to be dealt with under the agenda unless detailed below: 

 
(1) Chris Woodley-Stewart (CWS) to inform a suitable person at YDNPA on how to upload documents to 

the LNP website. 
(2) Adrian Shepherd (AS) to circulate final report from ‘whole farm business & environment plan’ pilot 

project. 
(5) Adelle Rowe (AR) has been in touch with Jilly Hall about social capital and will provide an update at 

the next Board meeting. 
 

A number of matters arising from the minutes were discussed: 
 

 



Annual Forum 
The Annual Forum scheduled for the afternoon had been postponed. CWS will liaise with Rory Stewart’s 
office and he Chairman to identify an alternative date on which the Minister will be able to attend. 
 
NE LEP 
CWS had a teleconference with Claire Thompson, NELNP coordinator. Claire is engaged with some of 
the LEP structures. The NE LEP will not be issuing a call for anything which might touch n our areas of 
inerest until the autumn. AR informed the group that Glyn Bateman (NE) and Eddie Halstead (EA) also 
meet regularly with the NE LEP. They are looking at developing an INTERREG project on green 
infrastructure. The national LEP annual forum is to be held on 22nd March and AR may be able to 
provide feedback from that. 
 
Defra 25 year plan for the environment 
The Chair asked how the Board can engage with the Defra 25 year plan and raise the profile of the work 
of the LNP. A brief discussion followed as some board members had been engaged thus far. 
Action: AS to send the HNV farming summary document and one side on the RBAPS work to David Hill 
(DH). 
Action: DH to contact and discuss the work of the LNP with Emily Miles. 
 
Information sharing/intelligence 
It was agreed that this should be a standing item on future agendas. 

 

4. Responses to consultations (standing item) 

 
No responses to consultations to report. 

 

5. Natural Capital Investment Work 

 
CWS circulated printed copies of the investment prospectus for woodland. The next step is to identify 
‘spade ready’ investment opportunities for woodland creation. It was agreed that sites where funding 
had already been allocated should be included – woodland planting at the RSPB’s reserve at Geltsdale is 
an example. NNPA and FC are already working together to develop a woodland 
opportunities/constraints mapping project and there is also the Durham EIA to factor in to this (though it 
was aimed primarily at productive woodland. Allied to the woodland mapping work already done by Abi 
Mansley/NNPA for the LNP, opportunities mapping should be expanded to the whole LNP. 
 
CWS suggested that the LNP Board arranges a woodland creation conference involving landowners, 
farmers and speakers from Carbon Futures and Forest Carbon. It was agreed that this would be a 
worthwhile approach. 
 
The role of green bonds was discussed. DH will consider how to take this forward with the potential for 
integrating it in Defra’s 25 year plan. Richard Betton (RBe) highlighted contradictions in EU funding 
which prevent woodfuel being considered as a harvestable crop, making it ineligible for support 
payments. 
 
CWS has submitted the framework for natural capital investment plans for LNPs to Defra. This was well 
received and has been circulated to all LNPs. On behalf of the Board, the Chair thanked CWS for his work 
on this issue over some considerable time. 
 
Action: All to pass the investment case to key contacts. 



Action: All to let CWS know of any sites that are ready to plant by the end of April. 
Action: Andrew Miller (AM) to develop a proposal with scope and timescales for extending the 
woodland opportunities mapping work to the whole LNP. 
Action: CWS to set up a sub-group to develop the woodland conference proposal (including Pete Leeson 
and DH). 

 

6. Ecological networks mapping 

 
AM introduced the paper written by Abi Mansley. The Chair thanked Abi for her work on behalf 
of the Board. 
 
Action: AM and AR to liaise re copyright and data sharing issues concerning the ecological 
networks mapping work. 
 
Peter Robertson (PR) suggested that the ecological network mapping work together with LNP 
priority species work and HNV farming work could combine as an LNP-wide project on curlew 
and wader recovery. It was agreed that this proposal should be taken forward as a matter of 
priority and that a presentation on the RSPB’s curlew recovery project should be given at the 
next Board meeting. 
 
Action: PR to send contact details for RSPB curlew recovery project officer to DH. 
Action: PR to scope out a potential project and set up sub-group to take it forward in advance 
of the next Board meeting. 
 

7. HNV farming 

 
AS spoke to the paper (previously circulated). The Board thanked Helen Keep for her hard work on 
developing the RBAPS programme. 
 
A number of points were raised in connection with the NUCLNP Farmer Forum: 
Laurie Norris (LN) stressed that to ensure farmer buy-in, a key aspect of the panel must be effective 
communication with Defra. CWS suggested that a group of farmers could have the opportunity to meet 
with Rory Stewart if he attends the LNP Annual Forum. CWS also suggested that a representative from 
the panel could sit on the LNP Board. 
 
The Chair asked if the NFU would endorse the approach and consider offering financial support for the 
establishment of the panel, proposing that the LNP fund by up to £5,000 and the NFU by up to £5,000. 
Pending a decision by the NFU on this proposal it was agreed that the LNP budget would underwrite the 
full amount to enable work to continue unhindered. However, the NFU buy-in was seen as particulalrly 
important. 
 
Action: LN to enquire about funding from the NFU to support the establishment of the NUCLNP Farmer 
Panel, stressing the benefits and importance of this support. 

 

8. Hay meadow work in the LNP 
 

Elliott Lorimer spoke to the paper (previously circulated). It was agreed that work should continue as 
recommended i.e. 



 Produce a summary of current situation for hay meadow restoration activity in each of the 
Protected Landscape, including project end dates on GANTT chart 

 Produce a SWOT analysis of options to continue hay meadows work in the LNP area beyond 
June 2017 (outlined above) to be presented at the next LNP Board meeting with a 
recommendation of the group's preferred option 

 Collate project data and best practice guidance and to develop ideas for LNP-branded best 
practice information, with a view to presenting a proposal for funding to support the costs of 
development and dissemination/advocacy at the next LNP Board meeting 

 
 

9. Update on Countryside Stewardship 
 

Crispin Thorn (CT) outlined the current situation with the Countryside Stewardship scheme: 

 The woodland creation grant, which focusses on biodiversity and water, opened for applications on 
14th March and is open until 31st March. 

 The woodland improvement grant, which focusses on management of ancient woodland, PAWS, 
under-managed woodland, red squirrel sites etc. opened on 14th March and closes on 31st May. 

 The woodland planning grant, which supports management plans to facilitate entry into Countryside 
Stewardship, has no formal application window. The largest site proposed this far nationally is 
around 300ha 

 Funding to support tree health has no formal application window. 
 
AR confirmed that application dates are the same for Natural England (14th March – 31st May). 
 

10. Board engagement with Local Access Fora 
 

CWS explained that George Eustace has emphasised the importance of Local Access Fora working with 
LNPs and that the Yorkshire Dales LAF had asked the LNP Board about engagement in the light of this. It 
was pointed out that LAFs operate mostly on the boundaries of single counties or others with highway 
responsibilities (e.g. YDNP) which means that six relate to the LNP. Within each LAF area there are active 
bodies engaged in local issues of relevance to each LAF, principally the AONB Partnerships and National 
Park Authorities. A discussion followed about the benefits of Board communication with LAFs on 
strategic issues of LNP-wide relevance, but ideally with one rather than all six. It was also suggested that 
the LAFs be asked to communicate amongst themselves and come back to the Board if they have a 
strategic LNP-wide issue that needs attention. 
 
Action: Gary Smith (GS) to draft a letter to the Yorkshire Dales LAF on behalf of the LNP. 

 

11. Rotating the Secretariat 

GS spoke to the paper (previously circulated). The North Pennines AONB Partnership was thanked for its 

role in providing the secretariat since formation of the LNP in 2012. It was agreed that the LNP 

Secretariat should rotate around the Protected Landscape bodies, as was set out in the terms of 

reference, with the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority now taking on the role after this meeting. 

As vice chair CWS will retain the role of primary contact with Defra’s LNP team. 

Action: CWS and GS to liaise concerning transfer of the LNP budget to YDNPA. 

 



12. Other business from Board members 

 South Tyne NFM project 

CWS presented a proposal for a natural flood management project on the South Tyne on behalf of 

Susan Mackirdy of TRT. CT was supportive in principle but questioned whether this is the right place for 

a pilot on this scale. CT also offered to give a short presentation on the Slowing the Flow project at the 

next meeting. Graeme Warren (GW) would be more keen to see this approach in vulnerable 

communities that are unlikely to get funding through other mechanisms. CWS highlighted the need for 

a large scale pilot, but that this would perhaps inevitably not provide the fine grain evidence that 

smaller schemes do, but supported the proposal in this location. 

 Action: CWS to circulate the summary paper on the project. 

 Action: All to provide comments to direct back to Susan, copied to CWS. 

 

 Borderlands Project 

CWS explained the background to this project, which has been initiated by Rory Stewart. It covers the 

North Pennines, Northumberland National Park and an area of the Scottish Borders. CWS is leading the 

natural environment theme group and has held two meetings. Projects that could be included within it 

are currently being scoped around the themes of NFM, peatland restoration, woodland creation, 

results-based agri-environment work and citizen science. Success of the approach will depend on new 

funding being secured and existing funding streams being bent towards the project. 

 

 Peatland Life bid 

 CWS explained that a decision on the peatland LIFE application is expected in April or May. 

 

 Lois Mansfield’s book 

 CWS has written a 5,000 word chapter for this book on the LNP. 

 

 Chairpersonship of the Board 

 DH asked if the Board were happy for him to continue as Chair. It was agreed with thanks that he should 

continue. 

 

13. Date of next meetings 

 
 Action: GS to circulate a Doodlepoll to identify dates for the next three meetings. 

 
 Summary of actions 
 

 NAME ACTION 

1 Chris Woodley-Stewart Inform a suitable person at YDNPA on how to upload 
documents to the LNP website. 

2 Adrian Shepherd Circulate the final report from ‘whole farm business & 
environment plan’ pilot project. 

3 Adrian Shepherd Send the HNV farming summary document and one side on 
the RBAPS work to David Hill. 



4 David Hill Contact and discuss the work of the LNP with Emily Miles. 

5 All Pass the woodland investment case to key contacts. 

6 All Let CWS know of any sites that are ready for woodland 
planting by the end of April. 

7 Andrew Miller Develop a proposal with scope and timescales for extending 
the woodland opportunities mapping work to the whole LNP. 

8 Chris Woodley-Stewart Set up a sub-group to develop the woodland conference 
proposal (including Pete Leeson and DH). 

9 Andrew Miller & Adelle Rowe Liaise re copyright and data sharing issues concerning the 
ecological networks mapping work. 

10 Peter Robertson Send contact details for RSPB curlew recovery project officer 
to DH. 

11 Peter Robertson Scope out a potential LNP curlew & wader project and set up 
sub-group to take it forward in advance of the next Board 
meeting. 

12 Laurie Norris Enquire about potential funding from the NFU to support the 
establishment of the NUCLNP Farmer Panel. 

13 Gary Smith Draft a letter to the Yorkshire Dales LAF on behalf of the LNP. 

14 Chris Woodley-Stewart & Gary 
Smith 

Liaise concerning transfer of the LNP budget to YDNPA. 

15 Chris Woodley-Stewart Circulate the South Tyne NFM project summary paper. 

16 All Provide comments on the South Tyne NFM project paper to 
CWS. 

17 Gary Smith Circulate a Doodlepoll to identify dates for the next three 
meetings. 

 

Agenda items for the next/future meetings 
 

1. RSPB Curlew Recovery Project (Peter Robertson) 
2. Social Capital (update from Adelle Rowe) 
3. Presentation on the Slowing the Flow project (Crispin Thorn) 
4. Communications and advocacy plan for the LNP 

5. Improving communication with the NE LEP (and others) 
6. Natural England national habitat and species grant bids to HLF 

 
New standing item: information sharing/intelligence 


