
 
 

NORTHERN UPLAND CHAIN LOCAL NATURE PARTNERSHIP 
 

8th BOARD MEETING 
10.30am - Thursday 11th September 2014  

The Morritt Arms, Greta Bridge, County Durham 
 
Board Members Present: David Hill (Chairman), Chris Woodley-Stewart (North Pennines AONB Partnership 
– Vice Chair), Adrian Vass (Natural England), Neil Pinner (Yorkshire Water), Andrew Miller 
(Northumberland National Park Authority), Richard Betton (Farmer, open seat), Adrian Shepherd for Gary 
Smith (Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority), Crispin Thorn (Forestry Commission) Paul Burgess 
(Nidderdale AONB), Fiona Morris for Graeme Warren (Environment Agency). 
 

1. Apologies 
Rob Stoneman (Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, representing the Wildlife Trusts), Gary Smith (Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority), Susan Mackirdy (Tyne Rivers Trust), Rob Rose (Centre for Ecology 
and Hydrology, open seat) and Graeme Warren (Environment Agency). 
 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 
Minutes agreed and signed. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
The action points attached to the previous minutes were reviewed as follows: 

 NAME ACTION COMPLETED? 

1 Chris Woodley–Stewart 
David Hill 

Draft a response to Uplands 
Alliance document. 

Resolved 

2 Andrew Miller Take mapping development task to 
Habitat Opportunities Mapping 
Group. 

Resolved 

3 David Hill 
Chris Woodley–Stewart 
Andrew Miller 
Gary Smith 
Paul Burgess  

Discussion to take place between 
group about the budget and 
expenditure. 

Resolved 

4 Chris Woodley-Stewart Ensure that a response to 
consultations becomes a standing 
item on the agenda. 

Outstanding 

5 Chris Woodley-Stewart Discuss with Cllr Eddie Tomlinson 
gaining influence with the NELEP 
regarding HNV farming 

Outstanding 

6 All Support the NELMs data validation 
exercise through Adrian Shepherd. 

Discussed in agenda 



 

4. Responses to consultations (standing item) 

No consultation responses were sought since the last meeting. 
 

5. NELMS 
 
34 People attended a NELMs targeting event on 18th July. The event was a success and a vast 
amount of feedback had been received. Yorkshire Dales National Park led on this event; thanks was 
given to Adrian Shepherd for hosting it. Natural England’s North East and Yorkshire teams would be 
continuing to work on NELMs targeting based on the feedback given at the event. The main NELMs 
targeting looked at protected sites but would now also be looking at protected areas in order to bid 
in to the facilitation programme. 

 
Dartmoor NPA has produced a map showing all ES agreements, protected sites, key habitats, arch & 
access. The map also shows key priority habitats that will be dropping out of agreements. This map 
Identifies focus areas for NELMs applications and enables the NPA to proactively help land managers 
in applying. It was agreed that a similar approach should be developed for the NUCLNP, led by staff 
from NNPA.  The initial mapping will concentrate on producing common baseline information across 
the LNP to a similar standard.  The ecological networks group will scope the second phase and 
identify the most appropriate techniques to further develop the NUCLNP’s ability to produce 
mapped data that will inform the development of potential projects and programmes linked to its 
key themes.  This will include evaluating the outcomes from the current MEOW project (Making 
Earth Observation Work) and other national projects and how data sets and GIS layers can best be 
kept up to date.   

 
A bid to NE’s regionalised green infrastructure fund was proposed. The fund needs to be spent by 
the end of the financial year. An initial application had been prepared and a revised version was due 
to be submitted in the week following the meeting.  
 
Paul Burgess reported that a habitat suitability mapping exercise would be undertaken to gather 
geographical information to decide how strategies would be developed in order to help endangered 
species. It was suggested that this could be a good project to expand across the LNP area and Paul 
was asked to investigate this further. 
 
The recommendations were agreed as presented: 
 
1. That the NUCLNP Board note the conclusions of the NELMS local data validation and agrees that 

the NUCLNP will play a lead ongoing role in the targeting of NELMS, working closely with Natural 
England, Forestry Commission and Environment Agency colleagues using the NUCLNP ecological 
networks theme group and consider bidding for landscape scale delivery projects using the High 
Nature Value Farming groups for each protected landscape co-ordinated by Adrian Shepherd.  

 

2. That the NUCLNP Board allocates up to £3,000 of its funds to develop a common set of GIS data 
and submits an Expression of Interest to NE for additional funding to take forward the work of 
the Ecological Mapping theme group. 

 
 

6. Progress on HNV Farming (paper from Gary Smith) 

 
The HNV Farming programme appeared to be progressing extremely well. Publicity work (including a 
website) would be required in order to encourage the scheme for further progression. Funding is 



required to continue to support the project. Yorkshire Dales National Park were preparing for the 
next scheme. 
 
An Uplands Conference was arranged to take place at Harrogate in January 2015 in order to discuss 
income support and environment schemes. The conference would allow information to be gathered 
to target farming rather than all through NELMs. This is to be captured in upcoming events to 
landscapes or areas rather than to masses. 
 
HNV Farming was to be promoted in Natural England in order to increase it to a large scale 
audience. Development was needed to create something practical within the LNP, this would 
improve the strategy in the North East. 
 
Farmers had been involved in the Widdy Bank rush control project. Rush has been a major issue in 
parts of the LNP area and a rush control event is being held on October 4th at Geltsdale. Richard 
Betton explained that supporting this project would help to meet Biodiversity 2020 targets. 
 
ACTION: Adrian Vass (AV) to circulate a short A4 document explaining the work. 
 
 
 

7. Prospectus for the LNP (paper from Gary Smith and Chris Woodley-Stewart) 

 
The proposed purpose and form of a prospectus were discussed, in line with the content of the 
paper. It was agreed a prospectus would be appropriate to create a short prospectus document 
highlighting the nature, purpose and priorities of the LNP and some achievements to date. It would 
be available as a pdf but also as a (short-run) printed copy which would be useful for giving to key 
audiences one to one and at larger meetings.  
 
ACTION: GS and CWS to progress the prospectus. 

 

8. Forest of Bowland AONB coming into the LNP (paper from Chris Woodley-Stewart) 

 
The Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership has expressed an interest in their area becoming part of 
the NUCLNP. The environmental, cultural and economic ‘fit’ was clear and  this was backed up by 
collaborative work on the ground on issues such as peatland and hay meadow restoration. It was 
noted that a small area of the Bowland AONB was involved with the North Yorkshire LNP, not only 
the Lancashire LNP, and therefore discussion about new boundaries needed to be widened.  
 
A discussion followed about the timing of a decision on this and whether it needed to be approved 
by the Annual Forum but it was agreed that it simply needed to be reported to the Forum.  

 

Brief updates (verbal reports) on action against priority themes: 
 
Peatland 
An EU LIFE bid worth £9million was to be submitted in October. Financial commitments had been 
received from the Environment Agency, Northumbrian Water and Yorkshire Water. The project will 
cover the LNP, an area of Bowland and the West Pennines. A decision was expected in spring 2015. 
 
Biodiversity 
The COLIN report had been evaluated and mandated within the Environment Bank to create a tool 
kit. A discussion took place about the ‘Lodge Hill’ case and the loss of 500 hectares of valuable 
habitat. 



 
 
Woodland 
Work is progressing towards the production of the Prospectus for Woodland in the LNP and a draft 
will be available at the next meeting 

 

9. AOB 
Hen Harriers The Hen Harrier Recovery Plan Group supported by DEFRA has released a draft of the 
Recovery Plan. The Northern Protected Landscapes have produced a joint position statement on the 
draft. The issue of brood management (and when it should begin) continues to be the main issue 
where consencus has not yet been reached.  
 
The RSPB had been successful in securing LIFE Funding to support nest / winter roost protection, 
amongst other work. A summary of the project is available from RSPB. 
 
Four pairs of Hen Harriers had successfully bred in England this year compared to none in the 
previous year.  
 

10. Date of the next meeting 
Thursday 4th December 2014 – 10:30am 
The Morritt Arms 
 

 
 

 NAME ACTION 

1 Adrian Vass  Circulate an A4 document explaining the work taking 
place at Widdy Bank to control rush. 

2 Chris Woodley-Stewart Circulate a design of the Management Plan. 

3 Chris Woodley-Stewart Ensure that a response to consultations becomes a 
standing item on the agenda. 

4 Chris Woodley-Stewart Discuss with Cllr Eddie Tomlinson gaining influence with 
the NELEP regarding HNV farming 

 


