
 
 

NORTHERN UPLAND CHAIN LOCAL NATURE PARTNERSHIP 
 

9th BOARD MEETING 
10.30am - Thursday 4th December 2014  

The Morritt Arms, Greta Bridge, County Durham 
 
Board Members Present: David Hill (Chairman), Chris Woodley-Stewart (North Pennines AONB Partnership 
– Vice Chair), Neil Pinner (Yorkshire Water), Andrew Miller (Northumberland National Park Authority), 
Richard Betton (Farmer, open seat), Crispin Thorn (Forestry Commission), Paul Burgess (Nidderdale AONB 
Partnership), Graeme Warren (Environment Agency). Rob Stoneman (Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, representing 
the Wildlife Trusts), Gary Smith (Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority), Susan Mackirdy (Tyne Rivers 
Trust), Peter Robertson (RSPB), Laurie Norris (NFU), David Alborough (Northumbrian Water), James Scott-
Harden (Moorland Association) Others present: Adrian Shepherd (Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority), 
Abi Mansley (Northumberland National Park Authority), Ed Hudspeth (Northumberland National Park 
Authority), Nick Mason (Red Squirrels Northern England), Rebecca Barrett (North Pennines AONB 
Partnership – Minutes) 
 

1. Apologies 
Adrian Vass (Natural England) 
 
The Chair welcomed David Alborough to the Group. David will be representing the water companies 
for the next two years and is taking over from Neil Pinner. The Chair thanked Neil for his support and 
enthusiasm for the LNP and hoped he would remain involved. 
 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 
Action point 2 amended to ‘Circulate a design of the LNP Prospectus’. 
Minutes agreed as a true record and signed. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
Progress against action points from the last meeting were reviewed as follows: 

 NAME ACTION PROGRESS 

1 Adrian Vass Circulate an A4 document 
explaining the work taking place at 
Widdy Bank to control rush 

Action outstanding 

2 Chris Woodley-Stewart 
and Gary Smith 

Circulate a design for the LNP 
Prospectus 

Action outstanding 

3 Chris Woodley-Stewart Discuss with Cllr Eddie Tomlinson 
gaining influence with the NE LEP 
regarding HNV farming 

CWS has had a brief 
conversation with Cllr 
Tomlinson on this but 
broader engagement 
with the LEP is needed 



 
Comment from the Chair 
The Chairman noted that there has been a polarisation in the debate about natural capital and 
biodiversity which is largely the result of financial pressures. Funding restrictions are likely to 
continue after the general election and the priority for LNPs must be to make a strong case for the 
value of nature and play a key role in driving local delivery. 
 

4. Responses to consultations (standing item) 

 
Graham Warren noted that there is currently an opportunity to respond to Flood Risk Management 
Plans (deadline – 31st January 2015) and River Basin Management Plans (deadline – 10th April 2015) 
across the LNP. Susan Mackirdy highlighted the opportunity for the LNP to develop a vision for 
upland river management in any response. 
 
Chris WS offered to draw together a high-level response on behalf of the LNP if individual 
organisations send the key points from their submissions to him at least two weeks before the 
deadline. He will canvas additional opinions as necessary and liaise with the Chair. The LNP response 
will be posted on the website. 
 
It was acknowledge that this could be an onerous task and that it may be shared with other Board 
members on a case by case basis. 
 
As well as responding to consultations, it was acknowledged that there are issues on which people 
would expect the LNP to have a view and a voice. In order to identify and articulate these, Board 
members need to bring them to the table for discussion. It may not be possible to agree a common 
position on all matters, but this isn’t a barrier to trying to form a view that represents the LNP’s 
interests as an area, and the Board’s voice on these matters. 
 
Action:  All to send summary of Flood Risk Management Plan and River Basin Management Plan 
responses to CWS 

 

5. Incorporating the Forest of Bowland AONB into the LNP 
 
Chris Woodley-Stewart presented the paper and the Board agreed the recommendations as set out: 
 
1. The Board confirms the inclusion of the Forest of Bowland AONB in the NUCLNP 
2. The Board formally invites the Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership to send a representative to 

the next LNP Board meeting 
3. That the Vice Chair ensures the LNP map is redrawn to reflect the new boundary 
4. That the above is communicated to Defra 

 
Action: CWS to write to Elliott Lorimer to invite him to the next Board meeting 
Action: CWS to write to Defra and copy this to Board members 

 

6. Red Squirrels across the LNP 

 
Nick Mason gave a presentation on the status of red squirrels in the North of England and action 
taken to support them by Red Squirrels Northern England and partner bodies. The mission of RSNE 
(2012-2015) is to secure an increase the red squirrel range in Northern England through (1) 
landscape-scale grey squirrel control; (2) strong practical science and (3) partnership working. 
 
Key points made were: 



 Red squirrels only have a future in the North of England if greys are controlled 

 Maintaining greys at low densities enables reds to persist 

 290 sites are monitored each spring involving 120 people 

 Clear range maps of reds and greys are now available 

 Data is proactively gathered on all grey control across the N of England and this is mapped 

 There are 25 independent red squirrel groups across the N of England. 1200 volunteers, half of 
whom are sharing grey squirrel control actions 

 There have been new records of reds in N. Yorkshire Dales and Teesdale 

 Monitoring over the past three years suggests that the range of red squirrels is stable 

 More information available at: www.rsne.org.uk 
 

Nick was thanked for an excellent presentation. The Board felt that this work is a great example of a 
landscape-scale approach which is being shown to be working. CWS suggested that Nick be invited 
to speak at the LNP Annual Forum to provide a bigger platform for RSNE’s messages. This was 
agreed. 

 
Action: CWS to invite Nick Mason to speak at the LNP Forum in March (date tbc). 
 

7. Progress on HNV Farming 

 
Gary Smith presented the paper and reported the following additional information: 
The date for the Farmer Forum meeting has been set for 11/12th February 2015. Board members will 
be invited but numbers of non-farmers will be restricted.  
 
Once printed, the summary report will be sent out by the Chair on behalf of the LNP. 
 
Laurie Norris mentioned the NFU uplands conference which is to take place on 5th February in 
Skipton. The theme is productivity. She recommended working with EBLEX (English Beef & Lamb 
Executive). Adrian Shepherd said that EBLEX is involved in catchment sensitive farming work 
currently underway in the Dales. Richard Betton expressed concern that Natural England’s approach 
may hinder the HNV farming approach. It was discussed and agreed that all parties working together 
and collaborating positively was the only way forward. 
 
Action: CWS to circulate HNV farming summary and outline agenda for farmer forum meeting 
with these minutes 
 
Action: CWS and AM to get LNP website set up by Christmas 
 
Action: GS/DH to send HNV farming summary report to LEPs, Ministers, MPs and other 
stakeholders once printed 

 

8. LNP Mapping and Data work 

 
Abi Mansley and Ed Hudspeth gave a summary presentation and circulated a full report following 
their audit of data sources for the LNP. 
 
The approach recommended was supported but it was suggested by several Board members that 
the habitats should be prioritised and key habitats mapped first. CWS commented that the 
woodland mapping will be useful for the LNP Woodland prospectus and to help target management 
and creation that the LNP is working to promote. 
 

http://www.rsne.org.uk/


Abi and Ed were thanked for an excellent piece of work. 
 

9. LNP Annual Forum 
 

Chris Woodley-Stewart presented the paper. The Forum will be held in March, in the afternoon after 
a morning Board meeting. Topics for presentations to be: HNV farming, ecological networks 
mapping, red squirrels. There was agreement that interactive sessions should be developed and the 
Question Time style panel idea was supported. 
 
Action: CWS to put together an agenda based on the approach set out in the paper but including a 
presentation from RSNE & inclusion of Forest of Bowland AONB 
 
Action: CWS to agree a suitable date in discussion with the Chair 
 
Action: All to send ideas to CWS for an interactive session 
 
Action: CWS to ensure microphones are available for the Forum 

 
10. Green Infrastructure in the Leeds City Region 

 
Gary Smith presented the paper.  The Board agreed the recommendations as set out:  
1. Endorsed the proposal to work with the other LNPs within the Leeds City Region to develop a 

single proposal for investment based on trees/woodland and peatland; 
2. Authorised Gary Smith and Paul Burgess to act on behalf of the LNP to negotiate the drafting of 

the final proposal to the LEP. 
 

Action: CWS & AM to agree how best to make further contact with the NE LEP 
 

Brief updates (verbal reports) on action against priority themes: 
 
Peatland – Rob Stoneman 
The LIFE bid has been submitted. Thanks were expressed to the EA and water companies for their 
match funding. There will be a funding gap prior to the start of the LIFE project which has 
implications for staff and the implementation of agri-environment agreements. Increasing 
polarisation in the debate about peatland management means there is a risk that we may lose sight 
of common ground and this needs to be avoided if progress is to be maintained. 
 
Woodland – Chris Woodley-Stewart 
Aiming to have a draft of the woodland prospectus ready for the Forum. Crispin Thorn reported that 
FC will be doing woodland opportunities mapping for County Durham. 
 
Hay meadows – Rebecca Barrett 
Representatives from hay meadow projects in Northumberland, Cumbria, North Pennines, Forest of 
Bowland and Yorkshire Dales are collaborating to take part in a Society for Ecological Restoration 
conference in August 2015. 

 

11. AOB 
 

Richard Betton briefly introduced his paper ‘Countryside Stewardship: will it deliver for the North 
Pennine Chain?’ This will be considered more fully once a response has been received from Natural 
England. 



 
Action: Adrian Vass to provide a response to Richard’s paper. 
 
Adrian Shepherd thanked all those who had responded to the recent NELMs consultation and 
informed the meeting that the protected areas are working with consortium partners to bid to 
deliver advice through the Farm Advice Framework. 

 
Chris Woodley-Stewart informed the group that he had been asked if the Board could be extended 
to include bodies with an access remit. It was agreed that the focus of the Board should remain on 
nature conservation and that people with access knowledge and interests were represented on the 
board. One of the reasons that other LNPs may have branched out into tourism and access is that 
they are not based around protected landscape management bodies who, with partners, are 
already engaged in this work.  Local Access Fora and related groups will be kept informed of the 
work of the LNP through newsletters and the annual forum and will be able to feed items to the 
board when they wish.  

 

12. Date of the next meeting 
 
Date to be confirmed. Meeting to be held at the Morritt Arms on the morning of the Forum.  

 
 

 NAME ACTION 

1 All Send summary of Flood Risk Management Plan and 
River Basin Management Plan responses to CWS 

2 Chris Woodley-Stewart Write to Elliott Lorimer to invite him to the next Board 
meeting 

3 Chris Woodley-Stewart Write to Defra to inform them that the Forest of 
Bowland AONB is joining the LNP and copy this to 
Board members 

4 Chris Woodley-Stewart Circulate HNV farming summary and outline agenda for 
farmer forum meeting with these minutes 

5 Gary Smith / Chris Woodley-
Stewart 

Complete a draft of the Prospectus in time for the 
Forum 

6 Andrew Miller / Chris 
Woodley-Stewart 
 

Get LNP website set up by Christmas if possible 
 

7 Gary Smith 
David Hill 

Send HNV farming summary to LEPs, Ministers, MPs 
and other stakeholders once printed 

8 Chris Woodley-Stewart Put together an agenda for the Forum based on the 
approach set out in the paper but including a 
presentation from RSNE & inclusion of Forest of 
Bowland AONB 

9 Chris Woodley-Stewart Agree a suitable date for the Forum in discussion with 
the Chair 

10 All Send ideas to CWS for an interactive session at the 
Forum 

11 Chris Woodley-Stewart Ensure microphones are available for the Forum 

12 Chris Woodley-Stewart 
Andrew Miller 

Agree how best to make further contact with the NE 
LEP 

13 Adrian Vass Provide a response to Richard Betton’s paper. 

 


