
 

 

 

Thursday 8 June 2017 10:30  

(followed by lunch and site visit to RBAPS project) 

Yoredale, Bainbridge 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Apologies 
 

2. Presentation from Plantlife about their declining vascular plant project (Beth Halski) 
 

3. Responding to and influencing Government policy (verbal) (David Hill) 
 

4. Future LNP priorities (Gary Smith) 
 

5. Job description/person specification for a dedicated LNP officer (Paul Burgess) 
 

6. Proposal for marketing the LNP’s natural capital (verbal) (Rob Stoneman) 
 

7. Proposal on behalf of the NHFP for NFU funding support (Adrian Shepherd) 
 

8. Woodland Creation Event (verbal) (Crispin Thorn) 
 

Standing Items 
 

9. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 

10. Financial Update (Gary Smith) 
 

11. Information sharing/intelligence  
 

12. Forward Items (Gary Smith) 
 

13. Date of next meeting – Friday 15 September 2017 
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Item 4:   Future Priorities for the LNP 
  
Author: Gary Smith 
 
Issue:  Determining the future priorities for action by the LNP  
 
Resources: None yet 
 
Summary:  The Board is asked to confirm what it thinks should be the priorities for action by 

the LNP. 
 
 
 
Background 
 
1. At its first meeting, in October 2012, the Board identified six priority themes for action.  The 

rationale for this was two-fold: 

a. For the LNP to be of value it needed to add something.  For our LNP that meant new 
collaborative working that resulted in things getting done more effectively (rather than, 
say, responding to consultations); 

b. Any new action requires resources – time and money – and there is a limit to how many 
things we can realistically take forward at one time.  
 

2. Since that time, a number of the initial priorities have been completed, and new ones added.  
The current list is: 

a. Curlew Project 

b. Great Upland Forest; 

c. High Nature Value Farming; 

d. Hay meadows; 

e. Habitat network and opportunities mapping 
 

3. All of the above – and the extent to which they remain important or continue to need significant 
resources - need to be included in the consideration of future priorities.  

 
 
Consideration 

 
4. At the Annual Forum in March, we sought the views of the wider Forum membership about 

future priorities.  The notes of those sessions are posted on the LNP website.  A shorter 
summary of the suggestions is set out in the attached Annex, together with hyperlinks to more 
information on specific projects. 

 

5. A suggested way forward is for Board members to: 

a. consider which of the current five priority areas of work should be continued (beyond 
the next few months).   Clearly, all five themes are important – but the critical question 
is whether there is still something specific that the LNP can/will do? 

b. identify those items from the attached list that look most relevant/important in the 
context of the LNP’s remit and objectives.  The number of potential new priorities should 
be proportionate to the number of ‘spaces’ available.   

http://www.nuclnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Breakout-Session-2-notes.pdf
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c. one Board Member to be identified as the ‘champion’ for each of the potential items, 

and to develop a more detailed proposal for action for the Board to consider at its 
meeting in September.   

 
6. In order to guide the Board’s decision, it is advised that any new priorities should meet the 

following criteria: 

a) make a significant direct contribution to achieving one or more of the LNP’s four objectives, 
which are set out in our Terms of Reference; 

b) have LNP-wide relevance (i.e. not just related to one part of the area); 

c) involve action for which the LNP is the best delivery vehicle,  
 
 
Recommendation 
 
7. That the Board indicates which, if any, of the many suggestions in the Annex it considers 

should be developed further as potential future priorities for the LNP.  

http://www.nuclnp.org.uk/


Annex 
 
  Potential elements 

1.  Education/learning 
 

 LNP share good practice /existing projects; 

 Contact universities to look for how can help their students; 

 Potential developers to fund trips for schools; 

 Facilitate education – a network, sharing of minibuses; 

 Curriculum linkages; 

 Facilitate communication of initiatives with research bodies. 

2.  Social Capital 
 

 Assessing the value of the social capital (networks and 
relationships) of the LNP. 

 A range of individuals and organisations are potentially able to 
facilitate or frustrate the ecosystem approach. How to develop 
sufficient understanding, co-operation and commitment 
amongst relevant actors, in their formal roles and informal roles. 

3.  Health  Supporting opportunities for people to visit the LNP for health 
benefits (see e.g. “Natural Health Service” work in Merseyside) 

 Farmers’ health?  

4.  Nature tourism 
 

 Creating a model where more people coming = better for nature 
(see e.g. Nurture Lakeland or ‘Caremoor’ initiative in Exmoor) 

 Enhancing ‘natural infrastructure’ that attracts people to come 

 Identify audience/users; 

 Develop ‘gateway sites’ – e.g. Ingleton, Settle, Hexham.  

5.  HNV farming 
 

 Developing alternative ideas on how upland farming can 
become more profitable.  

 Lobbying/challenging central government on post-Brexit agri-
policy; 

 Food & farming integration; 

 Further practical development of results-based approach 

6.  Organisation and 
Communication 
 

 Manage change in the region and act as a ‘broker’.  

 Link-up with other LNPs 

 Improve communication (use social media more) to tell people 
about the value of LNP work; 

 Facilitate/encourage communication between organisations 

7.  Grouse moor 
management 
 

 Over-burning; 

 Raptor persecution - seek to achieve a sustainable population 
of Hen Harriers; 

 Relationship with land managers. 

8.  New funding 
mechanisms 
 

 Attracting new investment in natural capital  

 Making links to urban areas that benefit from our natural capital 
(e.g. flood management); 

 Marketing the ideas, joining things together. 

9.  Building the information 
 

 Knowledge base, knowledge transfer; 

 Further refinement of habitat opportunities mapping? 

10.  Landscape-scale 
agreements 
 

 Brokering, etc. 

 

11.  Improving access 
 

 Countryside furniture; 

 Renewal/replacement of signage associated with open access 
land to integrate with information about wildlife and land-
management. 

 Involvement in championing rural transport to help people 

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/our-work/health/natural-health-service-next-steps/
https://nurturelakeland.org/
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/living-and-working/caremoor-business
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access, enjoy & value the area; 

 Using national trails that pass through the area (notably the 
Pennine Way) to inform & promote the conservation challenges 
that need to be managed; 

 Address the perceived conflict of interest between restricting 
access in order to protect and conserve the natural environment, and 
maintaining open access in accordance with the Countryside Rights of 
Way Act.  

12.  Volunteering systems 
 

 e.g. South Downs - Volunteer register; 

 Exchange of volunteer experience; 

 Commercialised volunteering opportunities; 

 National ‘conservation prescription’ - venue for community 
service. 

13.  Woodland creation 
 

 How can we get more of the right woodlands?  

o simplify application process? 

o find way to overcome loss of basic payment;  

o find ways to incentivise tenants e.g. through the Woodland 
Carbon Code, and can we ensure the tenant is a significant 
beneficiary? 

o target big landowners with new incentives to plant? 

o focus on creating more accessible woodlands (bigger and 
closer to centres of population)? 

o focus on sites away from most visited areas 

 Need to address how to ‘rescue’ some of the failing or under-
performing planted sites that we have already, and put greater 
emphasis on long term maintenance/ agreements; 

 Encourage the release of more land for woodland through the 
promotion of new ways of paying for what society wants and 
values? 

 How (if at all) can we help support local saw-milling? There is a 
feeling that the market is distorted at the milling end, with less 
milling of hardwood timber; 

14.  Non-designated wildlife 
sites 

 How can we fund/manage these sites? 

15.  Natural Flood 
management 

 

16.  Water quality 
 

 

17.  Soils 
 

 

18.  Peatland  Work to conserve & renew upland peat areas 

19.  NUC National Park  Consider campaigning to create a National Park covering the 
whole of the LNP area 

20.  Hay meadows  Can we find a sustainable model to support LNP-wide hay 
meadow restoration activity (cf Pennine Peat LIFE bid)? 

 Research into economic benefits that meadows offer to the 
farmers – to identify options for alternative income streams? 

21.  Curlews  Improve conservation prospects for breeding curlew throughout 
the NUCLNP 

 
 

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/care-for/volunteering/
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Item 5 
 

Northern Upland Chain Local Nature Partnership 
Development Officer  

(3 days/week 3 year fixed-term) 
 

Job Description 
 

Job Title Development Officer  

Post Accountable to Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

Objective  

The objective of the Development Officer role is to increase the capacity of the LNP to 
deliver better outcomes for biodiversity across the Northern Upland Chain by: 
 

a) Creating implementation plans for priority actions identified by the Board 
b) Coordinating implementation of action plans 
c) Promoting the work of the LNP to stakeholders and the public 

 
Key Contacts 

Members of the LNP Board and representatives of stakeholder organisations  
  

Activities   

1. 
 
a) 
b) 
c) 
 
2. 
 
a) 
 
b) 
c) 
d) 
 
3. 
 
a) 
b) 
c)  

Creating implementation plans for priority actions identified by the Board 
 
Assess existing action plans and evaluate delivery 
Consult stakeholders on opportunities to add value at an LNP scale 
Present reports to the Board  
 
 Coordinating implementation of action plans 
 
Negotiate lead agency responsibility in consultation with Board members and other 
stakeholders 
Identify resource requirement and negotiate deployment/acquisition 
Develop and submit grant applications as necessary   
Devise performance monitoring framework in consultation with the Board 
 
Promoting the work of the LNP to stakeholders and the public 
 
Create new content for the LNP’s website  
Develop social media accounts and create content  
Organise the LNP’s Annual Forum 
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Person Specification 

 

Job Title LNP Development Officer Req No   

Prepared by P S Burgess Date 2 June 2017 

 
Essential Criteria – Vital requirements for the post holder 

 
Knowledge & Experience: 

Understanding of the policy and practice of nature conservation  

Knowledge of the dynamics of rural economies including agriculture  

Professional experience of working in or with protected landscapes 

Management of complex projects  

Performance monitoring 

Development of funding bids 

Public relations and media  

 
Qualifications/training: 

Degree or equivalent 

 
Special Knowledge: 

Independent working and decision making 

Excellent oral and written communication skills. 

Excellent interpersonal skills, able to deal effectively with a wide range of groups and 
individuals. 

Excellent organisational and planning skills 

Ability to work under pressure to tight deadlines 

Ability to guide and direct others 

 
Additional Requirements: 

Access to personal transport 

 
Desirable Criteria – Additional requirements relevant to the post: 

Knowledge of the private sector including large corporate organisations   

Grant administration  

Experience of developing material for websites 

Knowledge and experience of using social media 
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0 Summary
Natural capital are those elements of nature that 
provide benefits or underpin human well-being. The 
Humber is an extraordinary region – one that is still 
teeming with wildlife yet also has the potential to 
power the economy of the Northern Powerhouse. 
That the region is exceptionally vulnerable to flooding 
serves to emphasise the importance of sustaining the 
natural flood defence function of the natural system. 
Natural capital of course also sustains primary 
production as well as fundamentally important parts of 
the economy such as property asset values, tourism 
and shipping. This paper demonstrates that natural 
capital is as essential to a prosperous economy as 
human and financial capital.

The Humber Economic Strategy sets out how the 
Humber Energy Estuary can help Britain meet its 
climate change targets, through the development of the 
renewable energy industry. The natural system of the 
Humber is also important, with natural carbon stores 
in the peat soils of the River Hull valley, the estuarine 
muds of the Humber and offshore marine sediments. 

We argue that the natural capital of the Humber 
region should not be seen as something to ‘balance 
off against’ or constrain economic growth, rather that it 
is essential to economic growth through, for example, 
a healthier and more productive workforce enjoying 
good access to greenspace, to promote inward 
investment, or through the judicious deployment of 
the Habitats and Birds Directive that helps to ensure 
development is sited appropriately and the natural 
capital of the estuary is not diminished. A revised 
economic strategy should recognise the fundamental 
importance of the Humber’s natural capital facilitating 
investment in that natural capital – the vision sets out 
numerous investment opportunities.

This document shows that natural capital is a critical 
part of any attempt to improve the prosperity and 
quality of life of the Humber. It sets out a series of 
case studies, and describes how natural capital can 
be enhanced to maximise the economic potential of 
the Humber area, taking forward the Humber Nature 
Partnership vision. 

Knot – Derek Moore
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1 Context
On December 5th 2013, the east coast of England 
faced catastrophe, as a massive storm surge brewed 
in the North Sea. 

Combined with an exceptionally high tide, it hit 
the east coast causing widespread flooding and 
devastation. This was an exceptional event, with the 
surge higher than the previous big flood in 1953 in 
which 200 people lost their lives. No-one died on the 
night of 5th December – a triumph of flood defence.
Part of that flood defence system is Alkborough Flats. 
This was once farmed land formed from estuary sea 
bed created through building bunds and draining the 

land dry. Today, the site has been returned to the 
estuary to absorb flood-waters reducing the flood 
peak height in the inner estuary by as much as 15 
cm. On the night of December 5th, over 40km of flood 
defence were over-whelmed and Alkborough formed 
a small but valuable part of a flood storage system 
– some planned, much simply flooded land – that 
largely kept water away from the main urban areas. 
Indeed, Alkborough is an important part of the flood 
protection system that protects businesses, property 
and people from flooding from very high spring tides 
that happen year-in year-out, allowing the Humber 
region to prosper.

Alkborough Flats – Joanna Richards
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Natural capital of the Humber
The waters of the Humber Estuary create a dynamic 
landscape. Its attraction lies in a constantly changing 
appearance and mood due to the tide, changing 
coastal weather and human activity. The river corridor 
has a rich and visible cultural heritage and a sense of 
remoteness and peace close to major urban areas that 
have grown around the Estuary. Wildlife of international 
significance, nature reserves, country parks and major 
visitor attractions are significant destinations and 
sites of particular interest for visitors. The estuary is a 
unifying presence: a special resource for access and 
enjoyment and has a significant potential value to the 
area, to the wellbeing and health of the people who live 
in and around the estuary, for recreation and critically 
as the bedrock of the local economy. 

Humber Strategic Economic Plan
“The Humber has a rich ecosystem. Green and blue 
infrastructure should be promoted to support wider 
economic development objectives. This includes 
the role of green and blue infrastructure in providing 
tourism assets, enhancing land and property values 
and supporting job creation and health and well-
being. Through properly considered environmental 
assessment, the introduction of flood alleviation 
schemes can both be designed to increase biodiversity 
through careful management of the land and intertidal 
areas. Inland flood measures can improve water 
quality and associated biodiversity. Sustainable 
drainage design can recharge our water resources 
reducing production and transportation costs of this 
precious resource”. 
p88, Humber Strategic Economic Plan (2014)

But Alkborough is not just a flood defence system, it 
is also home to thousands of water-birds in the winter 
and a beautiful place to visit; part of the reason that 
makes living and working along the Humber shore 
so attractive to people. We call this Natural Capital 
– the essential green infrastructure that sustains life 
on earth and provides multiple services to Society, 
often at little or no cost. Natural Capital is essential to 
sustain our quality of life but is easy to degrade and 
destroy, and difficult to re-build once lost. We need to 
grow it in tandem with our social and economic capital 
to “maximise the potential offered by the Humber 
Estuary... supporting our businesses to grow and 
helping our residents to access the opportunities they 
need to lead prosperous and rewarding lives”.

Natural Capital is a critical part of the Humber’s 
Growth agenda, in the natural flood defence that it 
provides, in the enhanced asset value of waterfront 
shops, homes and offices, in the development of 
the region’s visitor economy, in the protection of 
the Humber shipping lanes, in the carbon capture 
and storage system of our estuarine muds, in the 
Humber’s recreational and commercial fishing 
industry and for the health benefits of clean air and 
active recreation. 

The Humber Nature Partnership is one of England’s 
Local Nature Partnerships, endorsed by Government, 
to work with decision-making bodies and individuals 
to protect and enhance the natural capital of the 
Humber to enable prosperity. The Humber is 
extraordinary – a place still teeming with wildlife yet 
supporting a powerhouse economy. This is the win-
win on which future prosperity depends.

We call this Natural Capital – the essential 
green infrastructure that sustains life on earth 
and provides multiple services to Society
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2 The Humber Nature Partnership
The Humber Nature Partnership is a not-for-profit 
private company, governed by Directors from 
business, public and the voluntary sector. Alongside 
the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), we want to 
“maximise the economic potential of the Humber LEP 
area’s unique natural assets through a concerted and 
partnership approach to sustainable development. 
Our vision is to protect and enhance the Humber 
Estuary’s world class environment for all. 

By 2020 the Humber Estuary’s natural environment 
will be richer in ecological diversity and more able to 
adapt to the pressures placed upon it than it is today, 
bringing benefits for wildlife, business and  
local people”.

The Partnership also manages the Humber 
Management Scheme and the Humber Catchment 
Partnership (see boxes).

Humber Management Scheme
The Humber Management Scheme, that is delivered 
through the Humber Nature Partnership, was established 
under the Habitats Regulations to allow those organisations 
with statutory duties to work together to deliver the 
management of the Humber Estuary European Marine 
Site through one single management plan. It is a simple 
and efficient way to deliver the management of a complex 
estuary. The action plan focuses on actions that will bring the 
greatest improvement in the Estuary. Its objectives are to:

n  To manage the estuary to meet the requirements of the 
conservation objectives

n  To bring people and organisations together to deliver 
the sustainable management of the Humber Estuary 
European Marine Site

n  To raise awareness and educate stakeholders about the 
Humber Estuary European Marine Site and increase 
participation in its management

n  To identify information gaps and research requirements 
and to promote sharing and availability of data for the 
management of the Humber Estuary European Marine Site

n  To ensure a coordinated approach to the management  
of the estuary and its hinterlands including planning 
for the future in respect to the features of the Humber 
Estuary European

River Humber Catchment 
Partnership
Working at the catchment level, the partnership 
works with key stakeholders to agree and deliver 
the strategic priorities for the catchment and to 
support the Environment Agency in developing 
an appropriate River Basin Management Plan, 
required under the Water Framework Directive.

Whimbrel
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3 The economic value of natural capital
3.1 Introduction
Natural capital is defined by the Government’s 
Natural Capital Committee as¹:

“Those elements of nature which either directly 
provide benefits or underpin human wellbeing. In 
this way, natural capital generates value for people. 
However, the ubiquitous nature of the relationship 
between the natural environment and human 
wellbeing means that the definition of natural capital 
is necessarily wide and includes many different types 
of assets. 

The term natural capital therefore embraces the 
more immediately obvious assets associated with 
land (such as woodlands, fields, urban parks and 
subsoil assets), the water environment (for example, 
rivers, lakes, groundwater and seas) and the 
atmosphere (for example, clean air, and an equable 
climate). However, natural capital also includes the 
myriad processes which underpin and generate the 
services which the natural environment provides 
(for example, the water cycle, soil fertility processes 
and atmospheric gas exchange). Therefore, 
natural capital comprises, quite literally, a wealth of 
component parts; parts whose sum underpins not 

only all economic activity but life on earth itself.
If properly measured and managed, the living aspects 
of natural capital, at least, can continue to provide 
these (ecosystem) services and benefits indefinitely. 
The problem is that whilst some of the benefits can be 
measured and are clear to see (for example, timber 
has a market price), most are difficult to quantify and 
are often invisible in our day to day lives. This results 
in natural capital not being properly accounted for 
in decisions about what to produce and consume; 

the risk being that we fail to manage it sustainably. 
In many cases, we are only just beginning to gain 
the level of understanding necessary to measure the 
enormous economic value of our natural capital.”

This introduction to natural capital by the UK 
Government’s committee, describes two challenges 
for economic development:

1.  The need to recognise and understand the 
importance of natural capital as the underpinning 
for economic prosperity; and

2.  The need to account for and invest in natural 
capital to build economic prosperity.

The following case-studies are illustrative of the value 
of natural capital to economy and ultimately to the 
health, well-being and prosperity of the Humber region.

3.2  Supporting economic 
development

Natural capital underpins our economy in exactly 
the same way that financial and human capital is 
required to enable economic activity. Increasingly, 
economists are understanding the value of natural 

capital in sustaining prosperous 
economies, while also understanding 
the risks of degrading natural capital. 
For example, in a recent speech, 
Mark Carney, Governor of the Bank 
of England², noted that the insurance 
costs for extreme weather events had 
already increased five-fold since the 
1980s and these are now factored into 

insurance premiums. It is critical that the Humber 
region understands the critical role of natural capital 
in sustaining the prosperity of the region especially 
given its sensitivity to flooding.

Natural capital is, of course, fundamental to the 
region’s primary production – for aggregate, for food 
production, for forestry and fishing, for example, 
though such activities now form a relatively minor 
component of the economy. It is the role of natural 

"It is critical that the Humber 
region understands the critical 
role of natural capital in sustaining 
the prosperity of the region"

 ¹Natural Capital Committee (2013) The State of Natural Capital. HM Government.

 ² http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/publications/Pages/speeches/2015/844.aspx
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Example 1 
Building the nature tourism economy

Nature tourism or wildlife tourism involves people travelling to 
an area to take part in outdoor activities that typically includes: 
birdwatching, whale watching, boat trips, photography, 
walks and/or cycling to learn about and experience wildlife. 
These visitors are often keen to support the environment and 
wildlife too, seeking out ‘eco-friendly’ places to stay or visit, or 
locations to enjoy locally sourced food.

The North Bank of the Humber is a good example where 
East Yorkshire has a rich wildlife heritage with some 
spectacular sites. Sites that are specifically managed for 
their wildlife include: Bempton Cliffs (RSPB), Blacktoft 

Sands (RSPB), Flamborough Cliffs (YWT), North Cave 
Wetlands (YWT), Spurn Point (YWT) and Tophill Low 
(Yorkshire Water) amongst many others. Tourism is one of 
Britain’s biggest industries and is a critical part of the East 
Yorkshire economy. Indeed, on the relatively disadvantaged 
coastal part of East Yorkshire, tourism is the bedrock of the 
local economy. A study by Leeds Metropolitan University 
showed that wildlife tourism adds £9 million per year 
into the East Yorkshire economy, supporting about 170 
jobs. A useful benchmark is North Norfolk, with a similar 
geography of muddy estuary, sandy shore and a chalk hill 
hinterland. In North Norfolk, the nature tourism economy 
is worth £60 million per year – despite that the area is 
far smaller. The difference is that North Norfolk had the 
very first nature reserves in Britain and now has a series 
of sites with excellent visitor facilities. The Leeds Met 
study suggests that even with limited investment in sites 
such as Flamborough Headland and Spurn Point, the 
economic value of nature tourism can be rapidly increased 
to £30 million per year, supporting over 500 jobs – highly 
significant given relative disadvantage along the coast.

capital in sustaining non-primary economic activity 
that is even more vital. Most obviously, we can see 
how natural capital can sustain and develop the 
visitor economy (example 1). More indirectly, natural 
capital is fundamental in supporting some of the 
biggest industries in the region e.g: shipping (example 
2) and property (example 3). 

With rising sea-levels and increasing storminess due 
to climate change, the natural capital that helps protect 
or region from flooding is fundamental to the region’s 
future prosperity and needs deliberate investment to 
sustain (example 4). The UK Natural Ecosystems 
Assessment (2011) sets out the importance of salt-
marsh for protecting economic assets from impact of 
tidal flooding.

“Under average tidal inundation depths, up to  
50% of wave energy is dissipated in the first  
10 – 20m of a vegetated saltmarsh surface … 
while an 80m strip can reduce the height of a 
seawall needed for landward defences from 12m 
to only 3m (resulting)...in capital cost savings of 
£2,600m – £4,600 per metre of seawall  
(1994 prices). More recent Environment Agency 
guideline average costs of building seawalls are 
£1,522 per metre (Environment Agency 2007); 
scaling this figure by coastline length of saltmarsh, 
rather than area, gives a capital cost saving of 
£2.17 billion on sea defence for England.”

During the storm surge of December 2013 for 
example, such was the power of the surge, the sea-
wall at Welwick was breached through over-topping to 
cause widespread farmland flooding behind the sea-
wall. The impact would have been much more severe 
if it were not for Welwick saltmarsh (a Yorkshire 

Wildlife Trust nature reserve) in front of that sea-wall 
and undoubtedly more of the sea-wall would have 
been damaged with perhaps much worse flooding of 
farmland and perhaps property.

 "A study by Leeds 
Metropolitan University 
showed that wildlife tourism 
adds £9 million per year into 
the East Yorkshire economy"

Spurn National Nature Reserve – George Stoyle
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Example 3 
The critical role of the natural environment to 
support property asset values.

There is an increasing recognition that 
productivity (in terms of staff recruitment and 
retention, worker output, loyalty, reduced sickness 
etc.) of staff are boosted by natural elements - 
plants, fresh air and an attractive outlook; high 
value offices need to be functional and attractive. 
A logical step is to set offices in a natural setting, 

setting them apart from conventional city centre 
and drab business park space, and more 
desirable to potential occupiers. Such offices 
attract higher rental values than equivalent offices 
in less attractive areas areas. For example, 
Wykeland have, within the portfolio a wide range 
of commercial buildings, some that are rather 
‘dated’ in their design / siting / ethos (e.g. Priory 
Park in West Hull), and others that are set in 
more attractive environments (e.g. Bridgehead 
Business Park in Hessle, where Wykeland work 
in partnership with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust to 
develop an attractive and wildlife-rich landscape 
around the offices). The rental premium for the 
latter is 25%.

The British population 
of grey seals is of great 
international importance 
and we are fortunate to 
have a thriving colony on 
the Lincolnshire coast.

An example of the value and potential of nature 
tourism on the south Humber shore is provided 
at Donna Nook National Nature Reserve, near 
Saltfleet. The reserve consists of dunes, slacks 
and inter-tidal areas that are rich in bird life with 
over 250 species recorded, though it is the seals 
that provide the main spectacle. The site is 
managed through a partnership of Lincolnshire 
Wildlife Trust and Ministry of Defence who own 
the site as part of an active bombing range. 

The British population of grey seals is of great 
international importance and we are fortunate to 
have a thriving colony on the Lincolnshire coast. 
Britain has about 40% of the world population of 
grey seals. For much of the year Donna Nook’s 
grey seals, estimated at 6,000 animals, are at 
sea or hauled out on distant sandbanks. Every 
November and December, the seals give birth 
to their pups near the sand dunes: a wildlife 
spectacle which attracts 60,000 visitors from 
across the UK and Europe. The contribution to the 
local economy is estimated at £1m annually. Local 
schools bring 1,300 pupils on educational visits 
each year.

Example 2 
The role of Spurn National Nature Reserve in 
protecting the shipping lanes of the Humber

An essential part of the Humber port infrastructure 
is the hydrodynamic regime of the estuary, in 
other words the natural processes by which the 
estuary has moulded itself over time to form the 
network of deep-water channels that we now 
benefit from for the movement of commercial 
shipping. The spit at Spurn acts as a natural 
breakwater for the estuary, without which the 
essential deep-water channels would silt up. The 
impacts would be severe:

Losing the Humber deep-water channels would 
be catastrophic to the UK and Humber economy. 
As an island, Britain is dependent on its ports 
and their associated supply chains to maintain 
our quality of life and economic wellbeing; 95% of 
all this country’s imports flow through our ports. 
Associated British Ports (ABP) is the UK’s largest 
port operator handling about a quarter of the UK’s 
seaborne trade through its 21 ports. Of these, the 
Humber (serviced by four main ports at Grimsby, 

Immingham, Hull and Goole) is the UK’s busiest 
trading estuary, with around 30,000 commercial 
shipping movements every year, representing 
some 17% of the UK’s seaborne trade. This trade 
contributes about £2.2 billion to the UK economy 
every year, including £1.5 billion to the Humber 
region, supporting ca. 23,000 jobs in the region 
and an ca. 33,000 jobs nationally. For example, 
fuel brought in through Hull and Immingham 
supplies about 10% of the UK’s energy needs, 
whilst Immingham is responsible for about 28% of 
the UK’s oil refining capacity.
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3.3 Towards a low carbon future
With our climate already changing, the Humber 
Economic Strategy identifies the critical role of the 
Humber region in managing this threat through the 
de-carbonisation of the British economy. The Humber 
is well placed to become the ‘energy estuary’ of 
Britain, supplying low carbon renewable power to 
sustain the UK’s energy demand. The challenge 
of climate change is, of course, considerable. As 
well as mitigating the causes of climate change, i.e. 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions, society needs 
to adapt to its impacts. Managing flooding requires 
sustained investment in both natural and hard flood 
defences. We also need to enable natural systems to 
reduce greenhouse gases that are now polluting the 
atmosphere by sequestering carbon into long-term 
stores. The most important of those systems are our 
seas and our soils, especially peat soils that are still 
extant in the Lower River Hull valley for example. One 
of the more important natural carbon sequestering 
systems in the Humber region is the estuary itself 
(see example 5).

There is a clear recognition of the economic, social 
and health impacts that flooding has had in the 
area and the LEP has clear strategies set out in the 
Strategic Economic Plan and European Structural 
Investment Plan.

"Recent research focussing 
on saltmarsh shows that it 
is very effective at reducing 
the impact of severe floods"

³  Möller,I; Kudella, M; Rupprecht, F; Spencer, T; Paul, M; van Wesenbeeck, B.K; Wolters, G; Jensen, K; Bouma, T.J.;Miranda-Lange, M; 
Schimmels (2014) Wave attenuation over coastal salt marshes under storm surge conditions, Nature Geoscience, 7, 727–731
⁴ Everard, Mark (2009) Ecosystem services case studies: Better regulation science programme. In house Environment Agency Study

Example 4 
Protecting life and property through natural capital

The Humber’s saltmarsh habitat is one of the 
Estuary’s protected features, under the auspices 
of the Habitats and Birds Directives. There 
are 630 hectares of saltmarsh on the Humber, 
accounting for 2% of estuarine area, compared 
to a national average of 6%. Saltmarsh, mudflats 
and other intertidal habitats are natural flood 
defences. They act as buffers, offering protection 
to our coastlines by absorbing wave energy. 
Recent research shows that saltmarsh is very 
effective at reducing the impact of severe floods, 
when waves and water levels are highest³. 
Protecting, enhancing and creating this intertidal 
habitat, and allowing it to adapt is a priority. 
Managed realignment sites like Alkborough and 
Donna Nook are a response to this priority, and 
form part of the overall strategy for managing the 
risks to communities from tidal flooding.

Alkborough managed realignment site was 
conceived as part of the Humber Flood Risk 
Management Strategy as an opportunity to 
maintain internationally important wildlife assets 
and deliver tidal flood storage. It was built in 2004-5 
and opened in 2006, costing £10.2m. The site is 
440 ha of which 170 ha are regularly inundated and 
the site as a whole is designed to fill occasionally 
for flood storage purposes. It provides:

n  A very large flood storage area and volume, 
which helps defer defence improvements, and 
reduces the impacts of flooding in this part of 
the Humber

n Improved access to quality environments

n  Benefits for the community and local 
businesses

n  A diverse range of habitats. Fifty different 
species of birds and huge overall numbers 
have been recorded using the site. Alkborough 
also provides a valuable fish nursery area.

Modelling shows that Alkborough significantly 
reduced the impacts of the December 2013 tidal 

flood reducing the flood volume by about 7%. 
The addition of other sites in the upper estuary 
provide further substantial reductions, and 
become relatively more important as sea levels 
rise. Environment Agency work to assess the 
broader services provided by the Alkborough 
Flats scheme estimates that it yields an enhanced 
benefit to cost ratio of 3.22, based on very 
conservative valuation⁴.
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3.4  The value of the natural 
environment to human health

The economic and social costs of mental illness in 
England in England are estimated at £105.2 billion 
for the year 2009/2010. There is much evidence that 
people with better access to the natural environment 
tend to be happier and less prone to mental illness. 
Reduced health treatment costs alone of £2.1 billion 
have been estimated⁷. People are thought to feel the 
benefits through exposure to nature, by providing 
space for social contact and providing places for 
physical activity. People who live within 500m of 
accessible green space are 24 per cent more likely 
to meet recommended levels of physical activity. 
Reducing the sedentary population by just 1 per cent 
would reduce morbidity and mortality rates valued at 
£1.44 billion for the UK as a whole.

The quality of greenspace has been shown to be 
important for mental health and the Mappiness project 
found that people were most happy in coastal and 
marine areas compared to urban areas. The natural 
environment provides benefits for our health through 
better air quality, temperature regulation, cleaner 
water and reduced risk of flooding. For example, 
air pollution reduces the average life expectancy 
by 6 months per person – a loss valued at £16.4 
million per year⁸. It estimated that urban air-quality 
causes 40,000 premature deaths a year and reduces 
productivity, which together costs the economy at 
least £20 billion per annum⁷. It also has a significant 
negative impact on life prospects for children, e.g. by 
lowering educational achievement⁷. Vegetation, trees 
and green infrastructure also reduce air pollution 
particularly in urban areas.

⁵ McLeod E, Chmura GL, Bouillon S, Salm R, Bjork M, et al. (2011) A blueprint for blue carbon: toward an improved understanding of the role of 
vegetated coastal habitats in sequestering CO2. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment 9: 552–560.  
⁶ Andrews, J. E., Samways, G., Dennis, P. F. and Maher, B. A., 2000. Origin, abundance and storage of organic carbon and sulphur in the Holocene 
Humber Estuary: emphasising human impact on storage changes. In Shennan, I. and J. Andrews, J. (Eds), Holocene Land-Ocean Interaction and 
Environmental Change around the North Sea. Geological Society Publishing House, Bath, UK. Geol. Soc. Spec. Publ. 166: 145-170
⁷ Natural Capital Committee (2015) Third Assessment of Natural Capital. HM Government
⁸ DEFRA (2010) Air Pollution in a Changing Climate. HM Government

Example 5 
Carbon storage in the Humber Estuary

Coastal and marine ecosystems play a particularly 
valuable role in the capture and storage of 
atmospheric carbon dioxide CO2. Termed blue 
carbon, vegetated coastal ecosystems such as 
seagrass beds, salt marshes and mangrove 
forests contribute much greater to long-term 
carbon storage per unit area of habitat than 
terrestrial forests⁵. In part, this is due to the ability 
of marine and tidal habitats to trap suspended 
matter and associated organic carbon during 
tidal cycles. A rough calculation of the ecosystem 
service benefit of this accumulation can be 
provided using the following approach:

n  Long-term steady state accumulation of sediment 
over the Humber intertidal and subtidal mudflats 
tracks mean sea level rise at about 1mm per year⁶

n  Using the known average concentrations of 
particulate carbon (C), nitrogen (N) and net 
particle reactive phosphorous (P, i.e. in excess 
of natural background sediment P) in Humber 
mudflat sediments, then about 2,400 t of organic 
C (Corg), 216 t of organic N (Norg) and 144 
t of particle reactive P are buried in Humber 
sediments annually

n   Thickness of Holocene intertidal sediment in the 
Humber averages about 2 metres (EA)

n  Assuming an accumulation rate of 1mm per 
year throughout the Holocene (2400 t organic 
C per mm) then: 2400 t C x 2,000 (mm) = 4.8 
million tonnes have accumulated in Humber 
intertidal sediment

n  Current price of carbon per tonne = £15.60. So, 
4.8 million tonnes C x £15.60 = £74 million or we 
could compare this to the a notional $10 USD 
per tonne cost of carbon capture and storage: 
4,800,000 tonnes C x $10 = $48 million.

Accordingly, the muds of the Humber store approx. 
4.8 million tonnes of carbon – the value of which 
is equivalent to £74M on the European carbon 
market The equivalent cost of capturing and 
storing that amount of carbon would of $US48m. 
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4.1  Setting the context – 
mapping natural capital

The following three maps provide context to 
investment in the natural capital of the Humber region 
to support economic prosperity.

The first map uses the area’s many nature 
conservation designations to demonstrate just how 
rich the natural capital of the Humber is. There 
are few regions in Britain that have such a rich 
concentration of wildlife assets; it gives the Humber 
region a distinct identity and differentiation from other 
places. At its heart is the estuary itself – a Site of 
Scientific Interest, a Special Protection Area and a 
Special Area of Conservation – the highest levels of 
protection afforded to Britain’s wildlife. Surrounding 
the estuary of other sites of exceptional importance 
– Thorne Moors National Nature Reserve just to 
the south of Goole, Blacktoft Sands reserve in the 
inner estuary, North Cave Wetlands reserve to the 
west of Hull, the managed realignment sites of 
Alkborough, Chowder Ness and Paull Holme Strays, 
the Barton-on-Humber shore complex, Spurn Point 
National Nature Reserve and Donna Nook-Tetney 
Marshes to name a few. The marine environment is 
also exceptionally rich with a recommended marine 

4  Activities to support investment  
in natural capital

conservation zone (MCZ) for the Holderness Offshore 
and Lincolnshire Belt and recently designated MCZ 
for the Holderness Inshore.

The second and third maps provides further context 
for investment in natural capital. Map 2 vividly 
demonstrates just how vulnerable the region is to 
flooding. The Humber Economic Strategy correctly 
identifies investment in flood defence as “absolutely 
key to our future economic growth”. The clear link to 
the role of natural defence is also made. At the same 
time, this system is vulnerable to coastal squeeze 
between rising sea levels and tidal defences. Flood 
management and development plans must manage 
this impact, maintaining the overall services the 
estuary habitat provides us with. 

Map 3 shows the socio-economic context. Enhancing 
natural capital should aim to contribute to reducing 
inequalities, and this map is therefore an important 
consideration when planning investment. 

Given this context, and the overwhelming case for the 
value of natural capital, the following section sets out 
where partnership investment in natural capital can 
enable economic prosperity.

"The marine environment is also 
exceptionally rich with a recommended 
marine protected area (MPA) for the 
Holderness Offshore and Lincolnshire Belt"
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The development of the Humber as Britain’s 
energy estuary is a critical part of the UK’s 
resolution to reduce the impacts of catastrophic 
climate change. Such development has to be 
taken forward in a way that does not damage the 
existing natural capital of the Humber. Regulation, 
particularly the Habitats and Birds Directive (see 
box) and good data (see box) are important 
instruments to achieve sustainable development.

Box 1: European 
Conservation Directives: 
Protecting the Estuary Asset
The Habitats and Birds Directives are the 
cornerstones of the EU’s biodiversity policy for 
the conservation and sustainable development of 
these areas, mapping out a ‘Natura 2000’ network 
of Special Areas of Conservation (habitats – 
SACs) and Special Protection Areas (for birds 
– SPAs). They enable all EU member states to 
protect the most precious European sites and 
rare species using a common EU-wide approach 
– providing a level playing field for business and 
upholding better environmental standards. The 
Directives do not aim to exclude socio-economic 
activity but to ensure sustainable development 
– development that does not compromise the 
needs of future generations.

The regulations that underpin the protection 
of these sites are set up to enable a logical, 
transparent and evidence-based step-by-step 
process to enable sustainable development. 
Developers can see a clear audit trail and be 
assured that decisions have not been taken 
arbitrarily but on the basis of scientific evidence. 
There have been several reviews of the Directives 
all showing that they are, in the main, working 
well, allowing development whilst protecting 
the sites and species. Recommendations to 
streamline some processes have been put into 
place on the Humber.

Box 2: Data
Sustainable development requires good 
ecological data. Some of this data has been 
provided by the Humber Nature Partnership 
through the ‘South Humber Bank Ecological 
Study’ that surveyed the South Bank to provide 
detailed ecological data to underpin, for example, 
the environmental impact assessments required 
for major infrastructure proposals. Other data is 
held by the North and East Yorkshire Ecological 
Data Centre and Lincolnshire Environmental 
Records Centre that is routinely used for 
individual planning applications; providing a 
service for developers and facilitating growth. 

4.2 Developing the Energy Estuary

"Developers can see a clear 
audit trail and be assured 
that decisions have not been 
taken arbitrarily but on the 
basis of scientific evidence."

Redshank – Tom Marshall
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South Humber Gateway Mitigation Strategy

The South Humber Gateway is located on the south 
bank of the Humber estuary in northern Lincolnshire. 
Covering an area of approximately 1,000 hectares it 
represents one of the largest potential development 
areas in the UK. In recent years there has been 
significant development interest in the area 
particularly from the emerging renewable energy 
industry on the Humber. 

The area is immediately adjacent to the Humber 
Estuary which is recognised for its importance for 
wildlife at both national and international levels 
through various designations. As such, great care is 
required when undertaking works which may result 
in negative impacts on the wildlife interest features 
of the Estuary. A potential conflict therefore exists 
between the need to develop the South Humber 
Gateway’s economic potential for the benefit of 
the national economy and the legal obligation to 
ensure that its wildlife is protected. By working in 
partnership it has been possible to develop a strategic 
approach to the issue of providing the required 
ecological mitigation for developments taking place 
in the area. This approach is being embedded within 
strategic planning document for North and North East 
Lincolnshire.

The strategy will be delivered in different ways in 
each local authority area. In North Lincolnshire, 
the majority of the required habitat will be created 
by Able UK under planning conditions associated 
with its Logistics Park and Marine Energy Park 
Developments. In North East Lincolnshire, the local 
authority is working with The Environment Bank 
developing a means of securing the management of 
the identified mitigation land. This involves negotiation 
with relevant landowners and the identification of 
the most effective onward management mechanism. 
Recently, substantial funds have been secured from 
both the Humber and Greater Lincolnshire Local 
Enterprise Partnerships to allow the process of land 
purchase and habitat creation to commence.

Once the strategy is fully implemented it will help 
to ensure a smoother route to development for 
businesses on the South Humber Bank alongside the 
provision of high quality habitat required by wading 
birds in the area. Humber Nature Partnership believes 

that this will be the first time that such a scheme has 
been successfully established at this scale nationally. 
The Hull and Humber City Deal, signed by the 
Humber Local Enterprise Partnership, has an 
aspiration to maximise opportunities linked to the 
investment in energy generation and other sectors. 
Good quality environmental data is fundamental to 
realising these aspirations particularly in relation to 
the development of a Humber Habitat Compensation 
and Mitigation Plan to help accelerate sustainable 
development. This can build on existing approach set 
out in the South Humber Bank Ecological Strategy.

Green Port Hull

Green port Hull is a new facility at Alexandra Dock 
in Hull which will produce and export marine wind 
turbines. The development involves modifications to 
the existing enclosed dock plus a new solid quay built 
into the estuary. Key issues have included impacts 
on the habitats and species of the Humber Estuary 
designated site. Intensive discussions pre and post 
submission has enabled a package of mitigation 

and compensation measures to be agreed. This has 
taken time and careful consideration, but with the 
Habitats Regulations setting out the parameters for 
the various decisions, the development has been 
given permission to develop within a Natura 2000 
site, even though it will cause damage. The package 
of measures agreed to offset the damage includes 
10.5 ha of estuary habitat creation at Alkborough 
Flats and Chowder Ness managed realignment site, 
and a roosting structure to replace the old wooden 
jetty previously used by large numbers of turnstone. 
Habitat creation conserves displaced internationally 
important bird populations and has provided better 
recreational space for visitors and contributes to flood 
alleviation along the Humber.

"Once the strategy is fully 
implemented it will help to 
ensure a smoother route to 
development for businesses  
on the South Humber Bank"
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4.3  Green infrastructure for 
future prosperity

Green infrastructure composes a network of 
greenspace networks that together provide multiple 
services to underpin people’s quality of life and 
economic prosperity. Such services include: 
stormwater management, climate adaptation, less 
heat stress, more biodiversity, food production, better 
air quality, sustainable energy production, clean water 
and healthy soils, as well as the more anthropocentric 
functions such as increased quality of life through 
recreation and providing shade and shelter in and 
around towns and cities.

Investing in green infrastructure is a necessary 
prerequisite for economic prosperity, particularly given 
the fragility of the Humber region to flooding.  
Two examples are given that require sustained 
investment to achieve – natural flood storage 
(example 5) and enhancing the estuary frontage 
to promote the setting for investment and increase 
property values (example 6).

"Investing in green 
infrastructure is a necessary 
prerequisite for economic 
prosperity, particularly given 
the fragility of the Humber 
region to flooding."

Paull Holme Strays – Lizzie Dealey

Example 5 
Investment in natural flood defence and mitigation 

The Humber Flood Risk Management Strategy (2008) 
identifies potential areas for flood storage to be developed 
in the medium term. The Environment Agency is working 
with the University of Hull as part of the Dynamic Humber 
project to better understand the Estuary and the interaction 
with flood management. This includes evidence that will 
help ensure flood storage around the Estuary is in the most 
effective locations. This evidence will inform the Strategy 
update and the Environment Agency will continue to 
investigate options with partners including any communities 
potentially affected. The LNP will seek to enhance the 
broader benefits associated with such schemes.

Given a reduction in storm waves height across flooded 
salt-marsh and mud flat, it clearly makes sense to increase 
the area of salt marsh and mud flat when replacing flood 
defence walls/embankments by moving those banks 
inland (managed realignment). This both resolves issues 
of ‘coastal squeeze’ (the loss of salt marsh and mud flat 
between a rising sea-level and hard flood defence) and 
provides improved nature tourism potential.

Example 6 
Enhancing the Estuary Frontage

There are significant opportunities for the Estuary frontage 
to be redeveloped in ways that deliver economic, social 
and environmental objectives, efficiently. The Humber 
Estuary Landscape and Green Infrastructure Study 
explores ideas and partnerships that will tackle flood 
risk management and improve the water environment in 
creative, multidisciplinary ways. It is an aspirational study 
that provides examples of how concept designs might work 
in different settings around the estuary based on information 
and ideas shared by partners. The five strategic areas are:
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4.4  Building the nature tourism 
economy and enhancing 
quality of life

As set out in Example 1, nature tourism could be 
an important component of developing economic 
prosperity in the Humber region. Whilst the overall 
contribution to economic activity is always likely 
to be relatively small in comparison to the role of 
shipping, manufacturing and energy for example, its 
local contribution can be much more significant as 
the visitor economy is composed of many hundreds 
of micro-business that sustain very local economies. 
Local micro-business enable investment to recirculate 
locally, creating more resilient local economies. For 
the Humber, nature tourism investment could unlock 
economic prosperity in some of the most isolated 
communities that have relatively high levels of 
economic disadvantage such as Holderness  
or Grimsby.

Moreover, such investment has deeper ramifications 
in terms of building the Humber’s overall quality of life 
by providing high profile nature destinations to visit, 
enhancing investor’s perceptions of the Humber as 
a high quality destination and place for investment. 
Further, by enhancing recreation accessibility through 
green infrastructure investment, nature tourism 
investment and investment in soft transport solutions 
(walking and cycling), very significant health benefits 
can be realised. The following examples illustrate  
such benefits.

This document provides three investment 
opportunities to build the nature tourism economy.

"For the Humber, nature 
tourism investment could 
unlock economic prosperity 
in some of the most 
isolated communities"

1.  Humber Bridge – multi-functional GI with a 
focus on access and biodiversity. The starting 
point is the two country parks close to the 
landfall of the Humber Bridge on the north and 
south banks, and the cluster shows potential 
recreational routes, destinations and habitat 
enhancement initiatives in the Barton upon 
Humber and Goxhill areas. 

2.  Cleethorpes and Tetney – eco-tourism 
and nature watching. Walking and cycle 
connections between Cleethorpes and Donna 
Nook with a focus on Humberston Fitties. 

3.  Goole – upper estuary flood defence in the 
context of an urban area with a distinctive 
cultural heritage, with GI connections between 
town and River  
Ouse frontage

4.  Hull waterfront – GI connections and 
opportunities along the Hull waterfront 
between Hessle and Victoria Dock Village, with 
connections to the city centre and Hull River 
frontage.

5.  A fifth GI study focuses on the Humber Estuary 
farmland at a conceptual level. It describes 
the scope for a range of water management 
measures, including dynamic flood storage 
management on arable farmland.

In each case the focus is on the inter-dependence 
of GI projects and the scope for partnership working 
to deliver investment on an ambitious scale.

Example 7 
Creating wildlife rich landscape to maintain  
the Humber flood defences

Protecting high value infrastructure (such as 
homes and offices) from coastal flooding is 
essential to the Humber region’s prosperity and will 
require continued investment in coastal defences, 
largely embankments. These embankments 
require high volumes of material to build and 
the ‘borrow pits’ that banks are made from have 
become good habitat for wildlife in their own right. 
More strategically, flood defence maintenance 
and construction could be achieved in such a way 
to create, enhance and extend wildlife habitat 
around the estuary, to expand wildlife abundance 
and diversity and to provide a further set of 
wildlife tourism assets to support the Humber’s 

tourism economy. The addition of foot and cycle 
paths as well as wildlife viewing facilities into the 
flood defence construction and maintenance 
programmes can be achieved at little extra cost yet 
create considerable further benefits.



20

The proposed visitor centre will...

Example 8 
Investing in Spurn National Nature Reserve

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s Spurn National Nature 
Reserve is an extraordinary place – a sweeping 
arc of sand stretching off the SE corner of 
Yorkshire across the mouth of the Humber. It 
is Special Protection Area, a Special Area of 
Conservation, a Site of Special Scientific Interest, 
a Geological Conservation Review Site, a Ramsar 
site and has listed buildings. People visit Spurn for 
its wild beauty, its wildlife, for a day on the beach, 
to watch ships, for angling and bait digging, to 
examine its rich history or simply to reach the ‘end 
of Yorkshire’. At one time, Spurn was visited by 
about ca. 70,000 visitors per year though in recent 
years, this dropped to ca. 40,000 visitors.

In December 2013, the storm surge destroyed the 
road across the narrowest point of the spit. Access 
is now by 4-wheel drive only and visitors can 

only access the site by walking, cycling or taking 
YWT’s 4WD Unimog ‘Spurn Safari’. Whilst visitor 
numbers have dropped to about 20,000 per year, 
they are now concentrated at the entrance to the 
site. Increasingly, YWT are struggling to manage 
the site effectively given very few visitor facilities.

YWT have therefore proposed, in partnership with 
E.ON who are providing the funds, to build a new 
visitor centre at Spurn that will provide good visitor 
facilities (café, shop, education facilities, toilets, 
proper car-parking). This will enable the charity 
to manage the site such that visitors have a safe, 
informed and enjoyable visit and crucially do not 
accidentally damage the fragile environment they 
have come to visit. There are also opportunities 
to link ambitions to other proposed projects, 
like Skeffling managed realignment, to ensure 
integrated proposals develop efficiently from the 
outset. The infographic sets out the benefits of 
such investment:
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Example 9 
Investing in Donna Nook-Tetney Marshes

Adjacent to Donna Nook is RSPB’s Tetney 
Marshes Reserve covering over 1,500 ha of 
mudflat, saltmarsh, dunes and lagoons between 
Cleethorpes and Donna Nook which support up 
to 50,000 wintering and passage waterbirds with 
the saltmarsh holding important populations of 
breeding birds. The lagoon habitats support the 
rare lagoon sand shrimp, which occurs here at its 
northernmost site in the UK.
As a result of this ecological interest, coupled with 
the site’s size and remoteness, Tetney Marshes 
is not currently capable of accommodating lots of 
visitors. Inland of the seawall from Tetney Marshes, 
there are extensive areas of agricultural land, 
which also support significant numbers of wintering 
birds alongside an existing network of public rights 
of way that provide a certain level of public access. 

In combination, the area could support an 
enhanced eco-tourism and nature watching 
experience. This would build on the existing high 
tourism profile of Cleethorpes, spreading economic 
benefits through the year and to local communities 
in a manner sensitive to the areas’ rural nature. 
This would involve raising the profile of the area’s 
wildlife while putting in place the necessary 
habitats and infrastructure to both manage the 
existing pressures facing the area and provide new 
opportunities for wildlife and people.

Example 10 
Investing in soft transport

The Humber has a number of long-distance 
walking and cycling routes – the Wolds Way, 
the Transpennine Trail, the Viking Way and the 
proposed Trent Valley Way. The planned England 
Coastal Path will become one of the world’s 
longest walking routes. Sections of the route 
that are already in place already demonstrate 
clear economic benefits. The south-west path 
part of the route has been shown to generate 
£300 million per year to the south-west economy 
(about £470k per mile⁹). The Wolds Way, though 
mainly used by local one-day walkers, already 
supports a visitor spend of about £100k-400k 
along the route¹⁰. Likewise, there are clear 
benefits to local economies from walking and 
cycling for commuting, in terms of better health 
and reduced traffic congestion, yet commuting by 
car has increased in the four Humber authorities 
since 2001¹¹. There are many templates available 
to develop well-designed and effective walking/
cycling commuting infrastructure giving a strong 
case to invest in the Humber walking/cycling 
routes, integrating the routes together and 
promoting their use.

Brent geese –  Milo Bostock

⁹ Ramblers Association. Economic benefits of walking 2015.
¹⁰ Provisional results, 2014/15 National Trails Visitor Survey. Unpublished Natural England Communication.
¹¹ Source– ctc.org.uk. “What’s happened to cycle commuting in England and Wales” by Chris Peck, 7th March 2013. Article uses mapped UK census table changes between 2001 to 2011.
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Map 4 
Natural Capital Investment Opportunities

5 A vision for the Humber
The following map attempts to bring the examples of 
partnership activity and more into a single coherent package 
– a vision for the Humber where its natural capital is valued 
and investment targeted such that we build the stock of 
natural capital alongside its human and financial capital. 

This is our vision, a vision in which the Humber Estuary’s 
natural environment will be richer in ecological diversity 
and more able to adapt to the pressures placed upon it 
than it is today, bringing benefits for wildlife, business and 
local people.

1 Goole Hinterland: opportunities for 
habitat creation and green infrastructure 
enhancement through the development  
of upper estuary flood defences to link  
the Goole townscape back to the River 
Ouse frontage.

2 Greater Blacktoft: opportunities to 
expand wildlife habitat linked to Blacktoft 
nature Reserve through Countryside 
Stewardship, water storage for irrigation and 
flood prevention measures.

3 Alkborough: opportunities to improve 
the visitor facilities at Alkborough Wetlands 
linked to further habitat improvements/
creation to develop the wider tourism 
economy of the North Lincolnshire  
Humber frontage.

4 North Cave Wetlands: through gravel 
extraction, countryside stewardship and 
green infrastructure installation linked to new 
developments, provide a greenspace link 
between the Wetlands and the River Humber.

5 Broomfleet: enhancement of wetlands 
created from old clay pits developing a 
green infrastructure network of accessible 
habitat and improving habitat for rare 
breeding wetland birds such as bittern.

6 Read’s Island area: create new habitat 
along the River Humber shore close to 
Read’s Island to expand habitat for rare 
breeding birds.

7 Brough: development of green 
infrastructure linked to the redevelopment of 
Brough Airfield to create public greenspace 
between Brough and North Ferriby.

8 Ancholme Valley – potential for large-
scale wetland restoration integrated with 
flood risk management and eco-tourism.

9 Humber Bridge: multi-functional green 
infrastructure focussed on access and 
habitat creation/enhancement, centred 
on the Water’s Edge/Far Ings and Humber 
Bridge Country Parks.

10 Goxhill: potential new managed 
realignment site at East Marsh with visitor 
facilities at Skitter Ness. 

11 Hull Waterfront: green infrastructure 
improvements along the Humber 
Trans-Pennine Trail linking the Humber 
Bridge Country Park to Alexandra Dock 
via naturalistic and urban greenspace 
development.

12 Hull Green Arc: linkage of Noddle Hill 
and Loglands Local Nature Reserves via major 
flood prevention water storage scheme.

13 Paull-Cherry Cobb-Sunk Island: 
opportunities for large scale habitat 
creation through managed realignment and 
habitat compensation schemes.

14 South Humber Gateway:  
mitigation cluster.

15 Skeffling-Welwick: opportunity 
to create new habitat to link Welwick 

nature reserves to Spurn via habitat 
loss compensation programmes, 
managed realignment and linked into the 
development of eco-tourism in Holderness.

16 Spurn National Nature Reserve – major 
opportunity to develop Spurn NNR as the 
centrepiece of eco-tourism in Holderness, 
through visitor facilities development, 
habitat extension and enhancement.

17 Cleethorpes to Donna Nook – clear 
opportunity to develop the area for 
ecotourism extending the seaside resort 
visitor offer of Cleethorpes through new 
visitor facilities and habitat creation/
enhancement, partly linked to habitat loss 
compensation programmes via managed 
realignment. 



Northern Upland Chain Local Nature Partnership – June 2017 

Item 10:     Financial update 
  
Author: Gary Smith 
 
Issue:  The current financial status of the LNP. 
 
Resources: n/a 
 
Summary:  The Board is asked to note the current financial position, and existing commitments for 

the financial year ahead. 
 
 
1. A summary of expenditure in 2016/17 is shown below.  The table also shows (in italics) expenditure 

approved by the Board but not yet claimed, and income due to be received. 

Balance at 31/03/2016  £30,598 

   

Website hosting etc.  -£500 

Northern Hill Farming Panel - meetings  -£487 

Sept & Dec Board meetings  -£688 

Forum 9 March 2017  -£1,059 

Board 9 March 2017  -£387 

Northern Hill Farming Panel – HNV leaflet reprint  -£295 

NUCLNP Conifer Constraints Mapping (NNPA)  -£2,480 

2016/17 Contribution from protected landscapes (YD/NNP/FoB)1 £12,500  

2016/17 Contributions from protected landscapes (Nidderdale) £2,500  

   

Likely balance at 31/03/2017  £42,202 

   

Northern Hay Meadows Dissemination (FoBAONB)  -£4,000 

Woodland Event (agreed by Board March 2017)  -£800 

Board meetings x 4  -£1,440 

Northern Hill Farming Panel2  -£4,400 

Annual Forum  -£1,000 

2017/18 Contributions from protected landscapes £17,500  

   

Residual balance available for new projects  £47,562 

 

2. Board members will note that there is a significant amount of money available to allocate to projects in 
2017-18.  

                                            
1 £2,500 contribution from North Pennines AONB waived in lieu of very significant contribution of officer (CW-S) time to projects over the period 

from 2012-2015, notably the Natural Capital Investment Plans. 
2 Remainder of money (£5,000) previously allocated by the Board, subject to securing match-funding from the NFU.  



Northern Upland Chain Local Nature Partnership – June 2017 

Item 12:     Forward items 
  
Author: Gary Smith 
 
Issue:  Items for future board meetings. 
 
Resources: Primarily, the time of the relevant Board Members to put together the papers for these 

items. 
 
Summary:  The Board is asked to note the forward list, and consider whether there are any additional 

items that should be added. 
 
 
 
 
Current list 

 Hen Harriers and other raptors (September) 

 Sustainable levels of predator control 

 Peatland Code and Woodland Carbon Code 

 Review of the Membership and Terms of Reference for the Board 
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