
Current Projects 



1. Habitat & Ecological Network mapping 
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2.  Natural Capital Investment Plans 
• The NC Committee contracted eftec to develop the economic evidence and 

analysis for 10 natural capital investment cases, including: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• The case is made for why and where these investments should be undertaken in 
order to realise the greatest net benefits. 

 

Peatland 

Woodland Grassland 

Catchments 



• The NUC LNP contracted eftec to apply this economic evidence and analysis 
for 2 natural capital investment cases (Peatlands and Woodland). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Identify the type and scale of restoration action 

2. Estimate the cost of required actions 

3. Quantify the range of benefits and estimate value 

4. Link the case to potential funding mechanisms 



 

 

 

 

 

 

• Explains the concepts and the need for 
investment 
 

• Identifies the extent, condition and benefits 
of key natural capital assets “Natural Capital 
Asset Check” 
 

• Highlights targeting of investments for best 
returns. 
 

• Explains what the work entails on the ground 
 

• Articulates a series of natural capital 
investment opportunities, summarised in a 
value chain  
 
 



 

• How the Plans can be used: 

 

–  Articulates business and societal reliance on natural capital through 
estimating costs and benefits of restoration – about dependency and 
de-risking; 

 

– Enables potential beneficiaries/investors to see the projects, places 
and partners for investment; 

 

– Highlights existing mechanisms available to take these opportunities 
to the market (e.g. the IUCN Peatland Code); 

 

– A conversation starter. 

 

 



 

3.  A Great Upland Forest  
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Use in-combination with e.g. CONDATIS (Duckworth 
MSc, YDNP, 2016)  





4.  Hay Meadows 

• Hay meadow restoration 
projects and activity 
across LNP 

 

• Developing a strategic 
approach to development 
of future funding bids, 
good practice guidance 
and data 



• Development of a 
dedicated space on 
NUC LNP website for 
hay meadows 
restoration good 
practice information 
and data 

 

• Defra Pollinator 
Strategy funding bid - 
pilot the development 
of estate-wide 
pollinator management 
plans in Forest of 
Bowland AONB 



• An interim Northern Hill Farming 
Panel was formed in June 2016 

 

• Meetings being held this winter to 
publicise it 

 

• Responding to consultations and 
involved in Uplands Alliance ‘future 
of uplands’ events 

 

• Publicity material developed and will 
have stands at events in 2017 
including North Sheep at Tow law 

 



‘Payment by results’ – Wensleydale Meadows & Pastures 
national pilot project 

Targeted on Wensleydale 
 
19 farmers in agreements for two 
years 
 
Total of 41 sites (fields) 

36ha of meadows 
152ha of breeding wader 
habitat 

 

Farmers are paid for a desired result - 
species-rich meadows, and good 
quality breeding wader and chick 
feeding habitat  
 



6.  Improving the 
conservation 

prospects for Curlew 
across the NUCLNP 

area 
 

Decline across UK = 48% 
Northern Upland Chain is a 

priority area for stabilising the 
breeding population 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: Gavin Thomas 



- JNCC Third Network Review published in October 2016 concluded: 
- insufficient SPA coverage for curlew across the UK; 

- north Pennines recommended as a priority for designation; 

 

- NUCLNP Curlew Group established – includes NPs, AONBs, NE, RSPB and 
Northern Hill Farming Panel; 

 

- Building on existing initiatives the aim is to shape, drive and co-ordinate 
action; 

 

- Carried out initial audit of activity; 

 

- Next step = workshop to develop framework to improve prospects for 
curlew across the LNP. 

 



Next steps:  
Workshop to develop framework for curlew  
 

Overall objective = Conservation prospects for breeding curlew are 
improved throughout the NUCLNP area 

 

1. Knowledge of where we can make a difference is strengthened 

2. Land-managers are ‘empowered’ to deliver for curlew 

3. ‘Curlew-friendly’ land management options are delivered over 
priority sites 

4. Curlew response is monitored and used to inform the 
development of future land-management policies (post 2020) 

5. Public support is built for the conservation of the curlew and its 
wider landscape 



“We cannot lose the call of the curlew.” 
  Mike Clarke, 2016 



Session 1 – how can we take some of the current initiatives on to the next 
level – moving from pilot projects to delivery right across the Northern 
Upland Chain LNP area? 
 

• Adrian Shepherd (HNV farming) 

• David Hill (Curlew project) 

• Elliot Lorimer (Hay meadows) 

• Andrew Miller (Habitat mapping) 

• Chris Woodley-Stewart (Natural Capital) 

• Kate Hawley (Great Upland Forest) 

 



 
  

Session 2 – what should be the 
priorities now for the work of the 
Northern Upland Chain LNP? 


